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November 30th, 2017
5:30– 7:00 pm at  Harvestville Farm 

For an evening filled with hors d’oeuvres,
drinks and a fun group of women only.

Buisness Women Connect
“You-Time Yuletide Soiree”

Community Foundation Awards Grants
The Community Foundation of North Lee County, based in Fort Madison, recently 

awarded money to 3 organizations in Fort Madison as part of their annual grant 
program.
PORT, or Promoting Outdoor Recreational Trails, received $5,000. The money will be 
used in the group’s second phase of its hiking/biking trail located on the west end of 
Fort Madison.
The Elliot Test Kitchen of Fort Madison, was granted $2,050. The organization tutors 
high school students and prepares them for college entry testing, all while instructing 
them on essential kitchen recipes.
The Baxter Sports Complex received $2,050. The money will be used to purchase 
tables and chairs for the patio viewing area.
The Community Foundation of North Lee County was formed in 2005 by Steve Koellner, and then Mayor of Fort Madison, Joe Kowzan. 
The Foundation is comprised of over 85 endowment funds and has awarded $2,769,903 in grants since its founding. Its mission is to improve 
the quality of life in North Lee County and surrounding areas by providing an avenue for local citizens to support local charities through 
endowments. Giving to a Community Foundation in Iowa lets donors receive a 25% Iowa Tax Credit in addition to normal State and Federal 
tax deductions. The Community Foundation of North Lee County presently has $16 million in total assets and is the largest affiliate of The 
Community Foundation of Great River Bend, based in Bettendorf. Its board represents all areas of North Lee County and is comprised 
currently of 13 members. Steve Koellner and Dennis Osipowicz serve as President and Vice President. Jan Woodruffe and Jane Krebill are 
Secretaries. Board members are, Joe Kowzan, Dick Fehseke, Merlin Hellman, Dianne Hope, Dr. Charles Holmes, Dan Steffensmeier, Josh 
Denning, Laurie Breen, and Dr. Larry Smith.
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Iam a 2009 graduate of Fort Madison High School and a 2013 graduate of Iowa State University. Go 
Cyclones! While attending ISU, I received my Bachelor’s Degree in Hospitality Management and 

Event Management. During my time at Iowa State, I worked for the ISU Letterwinner’s Club helping with 
special events such as reunions for past athletes, The Cyclone Tailgate Tour, and letter jacket ceremonies 
for current athletes. I was also a Student Staffing Coordinator for ISU Dining where I managed the 
recruiting, training, scheduling and performance of about 1800 student employees for all of the dining 
centers and cafes on campus. After graduation, I moved back home and worked for Keokuk’s Hy-Vee as 
the Event Coordinator for the Lake Cooper Event Center planning and overseeing all events including 
weddings, corporate events, and special dinners.  I then moved to the Amana Colonies and served as their 
Festival Director.  In this position, I planned and executed all aspects of the festivals with tourism and 
community development in mind.  The Amana Colonies are rich with German culture and history and 
the events they host reflect that.  From Maifest to Oktoberfest to the Tannenbaum Forest, these festivals 
would bring in upwards of 30,000 people to the small community. While I was director, I brought in 
record attendance and successful new attractions to each event.  Last year, we were able to donate $5,000 

to the University of Iowa Stead Family Children’s Hospital due to a higher volume of people visiting the Tannenbaum Forest.   I worked 
closely with a board as well as various committees and volunteer groups to ensure my events were the best that they could be. 

 I loved my position with the Amana Colonies, but wanted to be back home and closer to family.  I am once again living in Fort Madison and 
loving it! I am really looking forward to utilizing my experience and skills in my new position to benefit the community.

Meet Savanna Collier
As a native of Fort Madison, I am beyond excited and honored

to serve as the new Chamber Coordinator! 

With nearly 50 businesses accepting Chamber Checks, the recipient of your gift has 
choices on how to redeem their gifts.  Perhaps they would like to have lunch at a local restau-
rant or have their oil changed.  With Chamber Checks, the choice is theirs.  It’s easy!  Contact 

the Chamber with any questions or to let us know how many Chamber Checks you want in 
your choice of denominations.  319-372-5471 

Support the local business economy No fees Secured with a local bank. 

Chamber Checks 
Make Great Gifts 
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member
SPOTLIGHT

Holtkamp’s
Floors Decor & Furniture
(319) 372-7103
2331 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA
 
The Holtkamps have been a staple in this community for many years.  Dave and 
Sandy Holtkamp opened Floors Décor and More in October of 1988. Even before 
that, both of them had a strong presence in Fort Madison as Sandy worked for 
her parents’ business, Kempker’s Hardware, and Dave installed flooring for 15 
years prior.  As kids, Scott, Bobby and Wes were very much a part of their parent’s 
adventures. “I remember spending many days and nights crawling on the carpet 
rolls as a young kid” says Bobby Holtkamp. After attending Fort Madison High 
School, Bobby 
went on to 

become a Hawkeye at the University of Iowa, graduating with a double major 
in Economics and Business Administration.  Bobby then moved to Columbus, 
Ohio and lived there until he moved back to Fort Madison and began work-
ing for his parents as an installer. A few years later, Bobby starting working 
part time in the office handling the book work for the store.   In 2012 he made 
the decision to buy into his parent’s business and become part owner.  Also in 
2012, after Tri-State Furniture had their fire, owner Tom Pollpeter approached 
Bobby to see if he would be interested in expanding Floors Décor and More 
and adding furniture to their store.  In 2013, Holtkamps added 2,000 more 
square feet of showroom to accommodate the addition of furniture.  Bobby 
and his wife Jessica bought Dave and Sandy’s business in April of 2017 and 
created Holtkamp’s Floor Décor & Furniture.  They now offer a full comfort 
center with full service flooring and furnishings.  While Bobby and Jessica are 
running the show, Dave and Sandy are still very much a huge asset to the store.

FLOORS DECOR & FURNITURE

ANNIVERSARY
GOLD TAG
SALE

OCT 9-21

15% OFF ALL 
Furniture & Mattresses

10% OFF ALL 
Flooring & Window 

Treatments

Add 5% more for
cash & carry flooring

2331 Ave L, Fort Madison, IA 319.372.7103
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Helping Fort Madison
Continue to

6169 Reve Court/Fort Madison, IA
319-372-6800/www.old-fort.com

Old Fort Hospitality is proud to
support the Fort Madison Partners

 M cAleer Ha ll • 4 15  11th S t • Fort M a d ison , IA

 *Entry into Grand Prize Drawing with Advance Ticket Purchase Only*

 Hundreds of dollars in prizes will be given away
 including the Grand Prize - Microsoft Surface Pro 4  &
 Pen Stylus valued at over $1200*

 Tuesday, October 10, 2017 4pm - 8pm  Ad van ce  Ticke ts $20
 Afte r Octo b e r 6, 2017 $4 0

 Visit us to purchase tickets at dailydem.com 
 under the Women’s Expo link or call the

 Fort Madison Daily Democrat  at 319-372-6421
 for more information.

 Presented By

 Light Dinner • Guest Speakers • Trade Show

 Guest Speakers Include:
 Kim Jaber

 HyVee - Fort Madison, IA  Store Director

 Rajah Maples
 KHQA Channel 7  News Anchor - Quincy, IL

 Kris Thompson
 Climax Molybdenum

 Q. A. /Environmental Manager 

 MVP Professional Women’s Conference 2017 

 THE
 POWER OF CHANGE

 Sponsored by

5th Annual Salute to Industry

Thursday, October 12th

11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Join keynote speakers Gov. Kim Reynolds and Lt. Gov. Adam Gregg 

as we celebrate our manufacturers and recognize
their contributions to Lee County.

Contact Dana Millard at dmillard@leecountyedg.com
or visit www.LeeCountyEDG.com to register.
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Your Community | 24/7 | Your Information
First. Fresh. Local.

Your Bridge to the Future

817 Avenue G  
Fort Madison, IA 

Phone: 319-372-3325
tworiversins.com

Your Bridge To 
The Future

For your industrial, 
residential and 

commercial needs.
Fully licensed and 

insured.
1404 Ave M   Fort Madison, IA.

Who’s on Main Street?
Velocity Dance and Tumbling

Velocity Dance & Tumbling opened earlier this Fall at 822 Avenue G in downtown Fort Madison. 
Run by the Sperber family, the empty building was the perfect blank canvas to build the space 

needed to fulfil their dreams. Members of the Sperber family, which includes spouses Connie and 
Jared and their children Alexis, Alecia, Alysea, Slater, Spencer, and Matthew left Seattle six years ago, 
moving to the area to find new opportunities. Alexis Sperber, Director of Velocity, has been teaching 
dance for eight years, but her experience started long before that. Teaching dance became a goal of 
hers at a young age after watching herself struggle in home videos of dance performances. According 
to Alexis, “I took dance when I was young, and you could tell I was struggling. My mom said that 
I had to practice, so I practiced and practiced and eventually started teaching. Teaching was a great 
grounding for me.” Velocity Dance & Tumbling currently has 4 employees including Alecia Sperber, 
but is looking to expand in the future. The current class schedule reflects Velocity’s goal of being a 
studio where anyone, of any level or experience, can come to learn. In addition to a variety of classes 
for children and adults, Velocity also offers recreational and competitive aspects of dance, tumbling, 
and cheer. The family is looking forward to creating a second home, not only for themselves, but also 
for their students and their families. 
They are open Monday-Thursday 4:00 – 8:00 pm with the exception of offered weekday and weekend 
classes or by appointment. For more information, please visit www.velocitydanceandtumbling.com. 
They can also be reached at (319) 520-8167.

Under the Sun & Under the Sun Next Door

Since 1977, Fort Madison residents and visitors have been walking through the doors of Under The 
Sun, and later starting in 1994, Under The Sun Next Door. Owned by Ron and Connie Barnes, 

both shops, located at 739 & 733 Avenue G, are known for beautiful décor and jewelry, great wines, 
and chocolate. Each season the staff of Under The Sun and Under The Sun Next Door take great care 
in creating fantastic displays, including exquisite tree displays during the holidays. These displays 
create an image for customers to understand how the items could be used in their own homes, while 
creating a homey ambiance in each store. Celebrating their 40th Anniversary this year, the shops 
have become a downtown staple known for friendly service and décor that can be passed down from 
generation to generation. 



A s a child growing up in this community, I remember downtown Fort Madison as the place to shop.  
You could find everything just by walking around the downtown district.  As a supporter of Main 

Street and Fort Madison, I encourage each and every one of you to invest in our city’s future.  
The members of Main Street are working hard to bring more business owners to our downtown.  
The board members and many volunteers put in a lot of hours to make our fund raisers exciting and 
worthwhile.  They have all made a commitment to our city, myself included being a board member, and to 
our downtown district.  We look forward to filling the vacant stores and revitalizing our downtown area.  
Fort Madison was reaccredited as a Main Street Community in 2009 and our Main Street director and 
members, are all striving to maintain and grow this program. Main Street is continually working with the 
city to maintain and grow our community. As you look around the downtown area, you can see some of 
the properties that are being bought or rented are store 

fronts that have been vacant in the past.
As we start our 2018-2020 Investment Drive, we encourage everyone to talk with us and 
let us know what you think will work for our downtown.  The only way to accomplish 
our goals is to work together with the community.  I personally would to thank the many 
volunteers that have helped make our events a success.  I enjoy working with the public and 
would like to encourage others to reach out and become involved.  All it takes is a little time 
from everyone to help us make our downtown a better place to enjoy.  Just imagine how 
many new people you could meet, friendships that develop, and connections you can make 
by getting involved.
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Downtown Investment Helps to Grow Community

 Thomas Klann, Agent
 2623 Avenue L

 Fort Madison, IA 52627
 Bus: 319-372-5982

 thomas@fortmadisoninsurance.com

 Make sure you brush a little extra today. Because you’ll be smiling 
 more when you combine your home and auto insurance with
 State Farm ® .
 Just another way I’m here to help life go right. ™

 CALL ME TODAY.

 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
 State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, Dallas, TX

 State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
 State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

 State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

 11601979

 Home & Auto.
 Save & Smile.

By Stephanie Knoch, Main Street Board Treasurer & Volunteer
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Now Open: Keokuk Campus  
Industrial Technologies  
Training Center

Coming in 2018: West Burlington Campus 
Hall of Sciences

Progress as 
Promised!

Shop Small, Shop Local,
Support Your Small Businesses

Founded in 2010, by American Express, Small Business Saturday works to promote 
locally owned businesses throughout the nation. Every year on the Saturday following 

Thanksgiving we like to encourage the community to get out and shop local.  
• Currently, there are 28 million American small businesses, which account for 54% of all U.S. 
sales.
• Over a 20-year period between 1993 and 2013, small businesses accounted for a whopping 
14.9 million net new jobs created in the United States.
• Looking for new customers? Fifty-two percent of small business say they found them via 
Facebook.
• A recent survey by the National Federation of Independent Business and American Express 
says consumers plan to devote 35% of their holiday funds to small business purchases. In fact, 
American Express reports that consumers said they’re willing to spend a little more to support 
their local retailers.
November 25th, 2017 is Shop Small Saturday in Fort Madison. Main Street and the downtown 
businesses will be hosting, “Mistletoe on Main Street.”  Many businesses will have specials, 
discounts, and fun activities for children.  Bring the family down, visit Santa Claus and take 

a horse drawn carriage ride to make a memorable holiday weekend!  No matter what you are looking for, Fort Madison’s small businesses will 
be there to help.  Fine gifts from designer clothing, home décor, wines, art, fresh produce, pet supplies, home improvement and children’s toys 
can all be found in Fort Madison.
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**Insurance products are not deposits, not FDIC insured, not insured by 
the government, not guaranteed by the bank, and may go down in value.

Burlington    Fort Madison    Montrose    Keokuk
www.myconnectionbank.com

Treating people like 
family is theHeart 

of what we do.

319.372.4233
2210 Ave. H

Fort Madison, IA 52627

1135 Avenue H
Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-4328
www.yourheatandairguy.com

Pumpkin Spice and Everything Nice
The leaves are changing colors, pumpkin spice lattes are back and the holiday season is 

rapidly approaching.  There are several activities at the library to help you enjoy the autumn 
and start prepping for Christmas.  
Cook the Book meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 5:30 pm.  Find a new dinner recipe to help 
save time during the upcoming holidays on October 10 as we share recipes from “The Complete 
Slow Cooker Cookbook”.  November 14, the cookbook is “The Complete Spice Book”; this is an 
excellent opportunity to experiment with a spice you’ve never tried before.  Finally, find a new 
favorite holiday treat on December 12 as we share goodies from “Hallmark Christmas Cookies”.
Need some time to work on handmade gifts outside of the house?  Stop by the library for 
Coloring and Crafting at 5:30 pm on the 4th Thursday.  The library provides coloring sheets for 

relaxation or bring your own project to work on.  Upcoming dates are October 24 and November 28.  We’ll be taking December off but then 
picking back up January 23.  On November 28, we will also provide the materials for some small stocking stuffers.
Finally, don’t forget about the library’s book discussion group at 1:30 pm on the 1st Thursday.  Make some reading time for yourself 
then join us to discuss “The Sheen on the Silk” by Anne Perry on October 5, “Iron Lake” by William Kent Krueger on November 2 and 
“Threats” by Amelia Gray on December 7.

FMAAA

FMAAA pole vaults into fall after a full summer session marathon.  
October brings a memorial exhibition for glassblower Ed 

Broadfield.  Ed grew up in Ft. Madison and honed his skills in stained 
glass prior to moving to California.  In fact the public library has a work 
of his in their permanent collection.  His unexpected passing has left 
his prior wife with quite an inventory of glass.  She is traveling down 
from Michigan with the load.  Ed has many classmates still in the area 
that FMAAA will coordinate this show with.  Ed had the highest selling 
monthly feature exhibition during the FMAAA’s 
tenure in the Burlington Northern depot.  Reception 
is set for October 6th from 5-7.  November brings 
strong emerging artist Jessica Kirby-Runge to the 
feature stage with a reception on November 10th 

from 5-7pm.  November also ends the Lunch-ala-Art season with early date of 
November 17th with Jessica, so as not to conflict with Thanksgiving. December decks 
the halls with Annual Member Artist Competition whereby FMAAA’s arsenal of 
talent competes for monetary compensation by category with reception to occur 15th 
from 5-7pm.
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WE’LL SHOP FOR YOU. 
Then you can pick up curbside or 

we’ll deliver to your home or office.  

PORT of Fort Madison Continues Fundraising
to Sponsor Spooktakular Boo-Athlon

PORT (Promoting Outdoor Recreational Trails) of Fort Madison will be holding their fourth annual 
Spooktakular Boo-athlon fundraiser for recreational trails in Fort Madison. The Spooktakular Boo-athlon 
will be held on Saturday, October 21st starting at 9:00 a.m. at the Baxter Sports Complex.
The PORT of Fort Madison committee is pleased to announce that this year’s event will not only incorporate 
the Phase I trail that runs from Ivanhoe Park to Bluff Road but also the newly completed Phase II trail that 
intersects Phase I and connects to 48th Street (see construction phase picture of phase II). Registration and 
the start of each race will take place at the Baxter Sports Complex.
This multi-faceted event is sure to bring out all the ghosts and goblins who run, bike or both. Events include: 
Kid’s Race, one for children up through the age of 6 and a one mile fun run for children 6 and over; 5K 
Run/Walk; 10 mile Bike Race; Duathlon (Run/Bike Event). There will be kid’s games, prizes, refreshments 
and fun. Participants are encouraged to wear costumes. Registration forms can be found online at www.fortmadison.com/events; on 
the PORT of Fort Madison Facebook page or by calling Kathy Benda at 319-470-7848. The Spooktakular Boo-athlon is a community 
focused fundraising event. Matt’s Greenhouse will once again be the exclusive sponsor of the Kid’s Runs. Ann Menke & Co. and 
Steffensmeier Welding will be the chip timing sponsors. Other corporate Sponsors are being sought.

PORT of Fort Madison opened Phase I of the project in 2016 and Phase II will be open 
“officially” soon. PORT has received multiple grants and donations to fund the first two phases 
of the trail. Plans to begin Phase III are underway. Phase III will connect the Baxter Sports 
Complex to Fort Madison Community Hospital.
PORT of Fort Madison operates as a subcommittee under the Parks & Recreation Department 
of the City of Fort Madison with the mission to improve and promote the walkability, run-
ability and bikeability of Fort Madison.

Beggar’s Night 
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 Serving Southeast Iowa
 for more than a century!

 Two
 Fort

 Madison
 locations
 to serve

 you:

 619 9th Street
 319-372-1134
 4520 Avenue L

 319-372-1545

 www.pilotgrovesavingbank.com

 Equal Housing Lender  Member FDIC



PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 73

Fort Madison, IA 52627614 9th Street
Fort Madison, IA 52627

2, 9, 16  Visit Santa
   Dollhouse Dreams
   10:00-12:00 pm

13 Small Business Seminar
 Fort Madison Partners
 8:00-9:00 am

24 Christmas Eve at the Barn
 3 pm, 5 pm, 7 pm
 Reservations Required
 319-376-5711

October November December
6 Corporate Games
 Baxter Sports Complex 
 1:00-5:00 pm

 Party on the Patio
 Baxter Sports Complex
 5:00–7:00 pm

11 Small Business Seminar
 Fort Madison Partners
 8:00-9:00 am

11 Business After Hours
 Boulders Inn & Suites
 5:00-7:00 pm

14 Sensational Chef
 SiP
 6:00-9:00 pm

21 PORT of Fort Madison
 BOO-Athlon
 Contact FMP for more
 information. 319-372-5471

31 Beggars Night in Fort Madison
 5:00-7:00 pm
 Trick or Treat in
 Old Settler’s Park
 5:00-6:30 pm

2 Young Professionals
 Food Drive
 Location TBD
 6:00 pm

8 Small Business Seminar
 Fort Madison Partners
 8:00-9:00 am

10 Wine Walk Pre Glass Sale
 Chuong Garden
 5:00-7:00 pm

17 Wine Walk
 Downtown Avenue G
 5:00-8:00 pm

24 Parade of Lights
 Downtown Avenue G
 6:30 pm

25 Mistletoe on Main Street
 Downtown Avenue G
 10:00-2:00 pm

 Small Business Saturday
 
30 Business Women Connect
 You-Time Yuletide Soiree
 Harvestville Farm
 5:30-7:00 pm


