
Fort Madison Sports Complex… Field a Better Fort Madison 

The prospect of Fort Madison having their own complex with upgraded facilities to host local sports leagues and 

tournaments has been bantered around for years.   In late 2012 our local Pinnacle Foods Group, Inc decided to 

donate over $170,000 to FMEDC for the purpose of investigating the needs of the community and help fund the start 

of constructing new sports fields- so a committee consisting of local community members was formed.   

The committee learned that many local sporting events were occurring outside of our community due to Fort 

Madison’s inefficiencies with fields and space.  Building a new facility with wonderful amenities would afford our 

children and adults the opportunity to stay and play.   Staying local would capture dollars being spent outside of 

town helping local businesses remain profitable.  “We also learned that this type of facility would attract people to 

our community to watch their young ones play in a sport tournament who may have never had a reason to visit Fort 

Madison previously” stated Marty Dean, chairperson of the building committee. These visitors frequent our local 

motels, restaurants, shops, and other venues creating additional wealth and job opportunities for our community.  

Seeing value in the idea, Fort Madison Community Hospital and the Tony Baxter family graciously donated land off 

48
th

 Street to be used for the construction of the Fort Madison Sports Complex.  Then it was on to procure additional 

funding in order to apply to the State of Iowa CAT grant program.   With the Pinnacle funds and land identified, the 

City of Fort Madison and the Fort Madison SIRRC collectively pledged $1.75 million.   Those pledges and 

donations were enough for the Fort Madison Partners to secure a CAT grant totaling $766,000.  We were on our 

way! 

Like any construction project, there have been a few bumps along the way however, construction of the new Fort 

Madison Sports Complex is close to completion and should be ready for activities around the first part of June.  All 

the fields, lights, dugouts and scoreboards have been erected.  The last missing piece is the construction of the 

concession building which will house a full concessions area, bathrooms, referee locker room, and open air pavilion. 

The Fort Madison Sports Complex will provide so many opportunities: a great recruitment tool to help attract 

additional industries and more jobs to our area; help local employers to attract and retain employees; allow local 

organizations a place to hold tournaments; attract visitors to our area; provide state of the art facilities for our local 

youth soccer, baseball, softball and football leagues to play their games at no cost to them or their spectators.   All 

revenue for the Complex will be provided by sponsorship opportunities, concession revenues, and tournament 

hosting fees.   

The Fort Madison Sports Complex committee is still actively raising money to fulfill the goal of raising $3.95 

million dollars.   Generous donations from local entities and community members provided the start but more is 

needed so we can finish the dream.   If you were someone waiting until the ground was broke and grass was growing 

before you decided to give, now is the time to help us complete the dream!   Your tax-deductible donation to 

enhance this area’s quality of life can be mailed to: The Fort Madison Partners at 614 9
th

 Street, Fort Madison, IA 

52627.   Every dollar matters.  Every dollar counts.  Show your community pride and help us field a better Fort 

Madison!   

 

 

 


