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Working together to strengthen our region!
The Southeast Iowa Region (Lee, Des Moines, Louisa and Henry Counties) has historically been 
a strong diverse region when it comes to our industrial base and we’ve seen our share of heartache 
over a plant closing or major layoff.  Identifying we are stronger together than we are individually 
has lead us to take that one step further and work together towards recruitment of new industry 
to our area.  The “historic” signing of the Reciprocal Marketing Agreement has all the interested 
parties at the table to talk about working together to market not only sites in our own counties but in 
our neighboring counties as well.  What is good for one will benefit others as we see when looking 
at our 2016 Laborshed report, which depicts where are workforce is coming from and how many 
cross those county borders every day.  Having sat in on multiple meetings pertaining to economic 
development through the years, I have to say the regional meetings we have been having are proving 
to be opening the doors of communication among the different entities.  Discussions about trade 
show partnerships, regional marking materials to share and educating ourselves on the different 
properties available in each county will help us promote what we should have been promoting all 
along- our region.  Yeah, there will always be a bit or rivalry to land that industry, but when it comes 
down to it we all win with the ability to provide quality employment to our residents, which in turn 
builds the community wealth where they live, work and visit.

Tim Gobble
Executive Director

2017 Lee County Leadership program is now open for registration. Participants 
will use their learned skills to research, design and implement projects for the 
betterment of their communities in Lee County. The session focuses on four core skill 
sets: Understanding community leadership & your community, Identifying issues and 
framing ideas, Building social capital, and Mobilizing resources for community action. 
Applications will be taken until Friday, July 15th. Contact the Chamber for more details. 
319-372-5471.
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In the health of our community
One Person at a Time

Making a Difference 

Through my marketing experience in a not-for profit atmosphere, I have come to believe a community 
builds itself through hard work and determination. For me, this career will allow myself the ability to 
continue working in marketing while promoting economic development and historic preservation. The 
support one can receive from other business owners, community members, and individuals is one of the 
most valuable aspects of success. As a part of the Fort Madison Partners, Main Street will continue to work 
towards introducing new businesses and promoting historic restoration to attract consumers from all walks 
of life. I am looking forward to this new adventure and building relationships with community members.
This opportunity will bring a new, exciting experience for myself and my family. My new husband Blake 
and I, as well as our two dogs, Oreo and Napoleon, are looking forward to establishing ourselves in an 
area that we are already familiar with, and close to family. Growing up in Roseville, IL, I am familiar 
with the town of Fort Madison as well as the friendly nature of Fort Madison residents. As the Main Street 
Coordinator, I am looking forward to working with new and established businesses, to create a downtown 
that is the go-to place for events, and shopping within Fort Madison. Fort Madison is a beautiful area, and 
by working together, we can build revenue while enhancing and maintaining the historic charm that defines 
downtown Fort Madison. Much of the work has already begun, and it is my goal to continue, expand, 
and build upon that work. As Main Street Coordinator, a Historian, and Marketer I understand the role  
relationships play in building and maintaining not only businesses but community as a whole. Downtown Fort Madison can become and should 
be a gathering place for residents, families, and travelers - a place where individuals spend their weekdays, Saturdays, and Sundays creating 
fond memories with others that they will remember for a lifetime.
I attended and graduated from Carl Sandburg College (Galesburg, IL), North Dakota State University (Fargo, ND), and Western Illinois 
University (Macomb, IL). My current highest level of education is a Master of Arts in History from Western Illinois University. I currently 
work as an Independent Correspondent, Mentor, and Marketing Specialist. I love reading, spending time outdoors, traveling, and rain. I got 
married May 28, 2016 in Carthage, IL to Blake Gilbert of Carthage, IL. 

Welcoming the new Main Street Coordinator,
Cassey Zimmerman

Fort Madison Barley Hops was again a success!
The location proved to be ideal for all involved!  Thanks to all that 
attended our event and KHQA for doing a surprise live remote. 
There were so many good comments we will be looking at 2017 
to do it again, so hold May 19, 2017 on your calendar and plan to 
attend. We received a few suggestions I think will need to happen 
next year (live music is one big one) to make it even better. We had 
10 vendors offering over 40 varieties of spring and summer craft 
beer flavors and awesome food provided by both Atlas Steak & 
Smokehouse and Fork It. Thank you to our glass sponsor Hill Side 
Inn and all for a great night!
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member
SPOTLIGHT

Fraise Auction & Real Estate
2311 Avenue L, Suite 1
Fort Madison, IA  52627
319-372-9121 office
319-372-6514 fax
www.fraiseauction.com
Licensed in IA, IL & MO

Fraise Auction & Real Estate has been a local, family owned business in the tri-state area for more than 30 years. They offer both private real 
estate and auction services. In 2009 they purchased Menke-Hoyer Auction & Realty Co., Inc. of New London, Iowa to dramatically expand their 
auction services. Partners Dan Fraise, Corey & Carrie Fraise & Tami Stuekerjuergen run the business with offices in both Fort Madison and 
New London, Iowa.
They offer private listing services in the Fort Madison & New London area – and cover the surrounding areas extensively with auction services 
throughout Iowa, Illinois & Missouri. Their large, climate controlled auction facility in New London, Iowa frequently offers simultaneous live 
and online bidding opportunities. Internationally known for their auctions of real estate, farm land, business liquidation, antiques & collectibles, 
they offer state of the art technology and award winning marketing and advertising providing maximum exposure for their properties – insur-
ing the best possible price.
They have Commercial & Agricultural Specialists. Dan Fraise and Corey Fraise have extensive sales experience in this arena and work extensive-
ly with Lee County Economic Development Group, and other state agencies to assist in finding locations for business and industry interested in 
locating in our area. 
Fraise Auction & Real Estate strives to provide outstanding customer service, innovative sales and marketing while achieving the best results for 
their clients!

Hope Associates Real Estate
902 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA 52627
319-372-4040
www.hopeassociatesrealestate.com
Licensed in IA

Located in the heart of Fort Madison, Hope Associates Real Estate is ready to serve you. 
With a huge family of highly qualified Realtors, they are able to assist you with purchas-
ing your first home, farm, land or commercial property! From the initial consultation 
to the closing and beyond, they know the issues you’ll face.   With over 250 years of 
combined experience, the Realtors at Hope Associates Real Estate can help you find a 
fantastic home for your family.  

Hope Associates Real Estate owner, Karen Hope, has every reason to be proud of the business she has worked hard to create. With almost 30 
years of experience in the real estate field, Karen has a keen eye when viewing properties and the discernment to know what will work for her 
clients.  As the former president of the Fort Madison Board of Realtors, and the Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce, her broad base of experi-
ence and knowledge guides her as she seeks to find the perfect property for each buyer.  
Hope Associates Real Estate has been voted the Reader’s Choice for both top office and top agent by the Burlington Hawkeye newspaper several 
years running.  Clients are quick to refer both individuals and businesses to the office, knowing that results will be seen.  The Hope Associates 
Real Estate tagline says it perfectly; “Turning hope into Reality.”



Small Business Breakfast & Expo
We are fortunate to have a plethora of small businesses in the greater Fort Madison area, so each year the Chamber pauses during National 
Small Business Week to recognize the contributions each of these unique establishments make to our region.  In 2016, the Chamber Events 
committee added a Business Expo component to the morning; 11 businesses hosted booths for breakfast attendees to browse while showcasing 
their benefits and services.  
As in the past, the highlight of the morning was the announcement of the winners for Micro Business of the Year and Small Business of the 
Year.    Nominations were solicited from area businesses and the general public then a committee of past award winners and the Chamber 
Events Committee reviewed, divided into the appropriate category (Micro Business: 0-5 employees & Small Business: 6-99 employees) and 
voted which businesses fulfilled the criteria that had been set forth.  Congratulations to all of the nominees for their past achievements; we look 
forward to what you will each do in the future.

Micro Business of the Year Nominees
• Dollhouse Dreams – Brenda Derr, Owner
• Green Oak Development – Michael Mohrfeld, Owner
• KLM Realty – Kara Morrow, Owner (WINNER) 

The Small Business of the Year Nominees are:
• Atlas Steak & Smokehouse 
• Bix Basement Systems
• Boulders Inn & Suites
• Harvestville Farm
• JJD Contracting
• Mohrfeld Electric
• Rashid Pharmacy
• Team Staffing 
• The Apron Bake Shoppe & Café
• Sub Arena Sandwich Shop (WINNER)
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Today’s health care students 
become tomorrow’s

health care providers.

Our new Health Professions Center in West Burlington 
will combine first-rate instruction with state-of-the-art 
technology to prepare students for excellent health care 
careers.
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KLM Realty - Kara Morrow
Micro Business of the Year

Sub Arena Sandwich Shop
Jacqueline Lumsden, Owner

Small Business of the Year

KLM Realty - Winner
An excerpt from one nomination – “Starting your own business 
is rough.  Kara wanted to offer the best customer service to those 
moving in the Fort Madison area, and I believe she has succeeded 
at that.  She is willing to work with anyone at anytime and listens to 
what her clients want.  With a housing shortage for young families, 
this staff has done a great job in keeping families in the Fort 
Madison area!”

Sub-Arena - Winner
Combined excerpts from nominations received – “Sub-Arena is a 
pillar in our community when it comes to supporting high school 
activities and many non-profits.  Regardless of public vs. private, 
boys vs. girls, money vs. food; Jacqueline steps right up and does not 
hesitate to donate.  Sub-Arena is that place in Ft. Madison where past 
residents make a point to visit when they come to town.  It serves as a 
memory and gives the citizens a feeling of connection.

And The
Winners

Are...
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Big Buckle Bash
Mark your calendars for the 2016 Big Buckle Bash!  The streets will be rocking in downtown Fort 
Madison on August 20th.  The “Voice of Big Buckle Bash” contest will again lead off the event featur-
ing top notch vocals with hopes the judges will turn their chair vying for the title and possibly win 
$500.00.  The fun doesn’t stop with the “Voice of Big Buckle Bash”.  Classic cars will line the streets, 
party goers will be able to enjoy a variety of foods from vendors and Madd Hoss Jackson will light up 
the stage from 7-11 pm. Shine up your boots and dust off your belt buckle to join us on August 20th 
for the 6th Annual Big Buckle Bash!

Mayhem on the Mississippi
For the third year in a row, Riverview Park set the perfect scene for the annual Mayhem on the Mississippi 5k 
obstacle course the morning of May 14th. This year we expanded the course from a 4k to a 5k and grew 30% in 
runners/walkers, making this event bigger and better than the years past.  Fun was had by all during Mayhem 
on the Mississippi.  The first 50 registrants received free admission into the Main Street BBQ so they could “First 
Compete, then Go Eat”.  During the race the participants navigated through tires, hauled logs, and shimmied 
through barricades to name a few.  To end the race, the participants climbed through a bounce house and down a 
slide into the finish line to wrap it up.  We would like to thank our gold sponsor Country Financial Matt Lafrenz 
and our silver Randolph Dental, bronze Fort Madison Bank & Trust, The Kensington, Edward Jones Larry Kelch, 
and Anytime Fitness.

Sensational Chefs
Main Street’s award winning Sensational Chefs is back for 2016.  Sensational Chefs ticket holders will 
enjoy a gourmet multicourse meal with wine prepared by a local chef.  In years past the Sensational 
Chefs menu included New Orleans’s, Sir Lankan, Lebanese, and Japanese Kaiseki themed cuisine.  This 
is not your typical restaurant style meal, you can expect an intimate dining setting with decadent food 
presentation. Sensational Chefs, is a wonderful way to celebrate the gourmand in you, while enjoying a 
memorable evening with friends, and supporting downtown revitalization efforts.  Mark your calendars 
for September 17th and October 15th. Chefs will be announced soon and tickets will go on sale in 
August.

Main Street’s Grand Bazaar
On June 3rd & 4th our downtown hosted their first Grand Bazaar.  Bringing in hundreds of people to 
come shop local downtown businesses and browse through the streets looking for a great steal of a deal 
with different vendors.  If you were looking for primitive decorations, art work, jewelry, antiques or 
baked goods this event had it all.  We would like to thank all of our downtown businesses, restaurants 
and vendors for participating.

Upcoming Events
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I became involved with the Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce not long after I started in my position as 
Community Relations Director at Fort Madison Community Hospital nine years ago. At that time, it was 
a great way to gain a good understanding of the business community in and around Fort Madison as well 
as meet all the wonderful people behind the success of those businesses.  As my time with the Chamber 
evolved, I also saw it as a way to make a difference in the community in which I worked by constantly 
challenging the organization to stay committed to our mission to strengthen and grow business in the Fort 
Madison area.

I believe strongly that the only way Fort Madison can be successful is through mutual business to 
business support complemented by all organizations working together towards a common goal.  I 
would like to continue to develop the strategic plan already in progress for the Chamber which includes 
engaging business community members in the organization through multiple networking opportunities; 
open communication with the community; and building relationships with our business, education, and 
government channels as well as other community focused organizations.  All of this is possible with the 
support of our dedicated Board of Directors and the hard work of our committed staff.

Getting To Know: Chamber and FM Partners Chair Angie Budnik

For your industrial, 
residential and 

commercial needs.
Fully licensed and 

insured.
1404 Ave M   Fort Madison, IA.

Bank the way
You want.

926 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627
(319)372-3991

You’re the One.

Treating people like 
family is theHeart 

of what we do.

319.372.4233
2210 Ave. H

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Your Bridge to the Future

817 Avenue G  
Fort Madison, IA 

Phone: 319-372-3325
tworiversins.com

Your Bridge To 
The Future

Jack Morris Florida of Iowa Golf Tournament
It was a hot but breezy day as the full-slate of golfers took 
to the course for the Jack Morris Florida of Iowa Golf 
Tournament.  After two years of “flogging” the back nine, 
the committee voted to turn things back around and play 
the course as designed.  Over 130 member businesses 
participated either by sponsoring, donating, golfing, or 
volunteering time to help make this event a success.  The 
Raffle Sponsors again provided fantastic items and the 
On-Course Sponsors gave golfers the opportunity to take 
a shot at a car hood, sample beers, eat nachos, participate 
in a chipping challenge and more!

The 2016 FL of IA committee went above and beyond to generate excitement on and off the course; a giant thank you to Matt 
Morris (FL of IA Chair), Eric Van Ausdall (Event Comm. Chair), Tony Menke, Julie Hohl, Angela King, & Roger Cowles for 
their hard work behind the scenes.  Plan now to join us in 2017!

Tournament Winners
Golden Eagle Distributing

Premier Sponsor
Fort Madison Bank & Trust



July brings a themed exhibition to the feature gallery.  Our area artists will be encouraged to submit 
work that compliments “It’s a Bug’s Life”.  This theme will be utilized in FMAAA Annual Kid’s Art 
Camp from July 12-15th.  Student works will be juxtaposed with the adult themed exhibit in time for 
reception on July 16th from 5-7pm for the bug montage!  
August brings encaustic painter Maeve Ericson to the feature gallery with the ancient wax painting 
technique.  On August 27th FMAAA will host another edition of the Rajun’ Cajun’ party.  “It may not 
be Bourbon Street, but we will do our best to ensure an enjoyable evening of New Orleans flavors; 
from food to music to mood!”  This is an event thrown by artists for cultural arts lovers.  Slots still 
available at $25 for an evening on hurricanes and voodoo dolls!  
September is the much anticipated “Art in Central Park” – fine art fair featuring the works of more 
than 40 regional artists.  This annual event will once again be located in Central Park. Contact the art center to register for vendor space and/or 
for more details: 319-372-3996.
FMAAA also announces the ability to buy online at our website at www.fmaaa.com.  The number of products available will increase to 20 
items soon that rotate. FMAAA is Always Moving.
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Helping Fort Madison
Continue to   

Auto  Home  Life
Business  Health

www.ksbinsurance.com
1223 Ave H, Fort Madison

    319.372.1121 

1135 Avenue H
Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-4328
www.yourheatandairguy.com

Are you a proud dog owner?  Dawgs-N-Divas is the place for you and your best friend, as a one 
stop shop.  Come get your pooch bathed, groomed and pick out a special treat.  All the while 
you can sip on a fresh cup of coffee sitting back and enjoying some down time with your best 
friend.  Fiona Macken, the proud owner of Dawgs-N-Divas, opened her business May 1st in 
Fort Madison’s Main Street, at 717 Avenue G.  Fiona welcomes everyone to come in and enjoy 
the two things she loves most, dogs and coffee.    Dawgs-N-Divas has everything you need for 
your best friend, including premium dog food, collars/halters, treats, grooming, designer items, 
toys and much more.  Your sweet little pooch won’t be disappointed and neither will you! Call 
Dawg’s N’ Diva’s 319-372-3294 (DAWG) or check out their website at www.dawgsndivas.com 
or visit their Facebook page to get more information.

Dawgs-N-Divas
717 Avenue G, Fort Madison, Iowa   •   319-372-DAWG   •   www.dawgsndivas.com

NEW BUSINESS ON AVENUE G
Dawgs-N-Divas

Who’s on Main Street?

Summer is sizzling at FMAAA gallery with programs and events 
sure to tan your cultural hide!
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Fort Madison and P.O.R.T. vision to connect Park to Park 
is making progress!

I joined Fort Madison Economic Development Corp (FMEDC) in order to try and give a little back to the 
community I was raised in and provided me and my family with a great place to live for so many years.  I 
was lucky enough to have been raised in Fort Madison and feel like I took it for granted as a kid.  After 
I moved away for many years, I realized how blessed I was to have grown up in Fort Madison.  When 
I moved back and had the opportunity to join FMEDC, I felt like it was a chance to learn about all the 
different industry that provide so many crucial jobs to our town.  I was amazed at the diversity of industry 
here and the growth these companies see year over year.  We are so fortunate to have this diversity of 
industry and not be tied to one economic sector like many other small communities.  I know it is nice to 
land a new large employer but the core of our industrial base is solid and very strong economically which 
should be something our citizens feel very good about.
I am looking to forward to watching Fort Madison and the surrounding areas continue to find ways to 
make improvement to our quality of life amenities which will make us more attractive to new employers 
looking at our area and will also encourage the industry already here to expand.  The addition of the Sports 
Complex and PORT are extremely important for our area.  Economic Development has changed over the years.  Many experts are now saying 
that communities have to invest in their infrastructure first in order to have success in recruiting and retaining industry. The market is so 
competitive now because communities all over the state and nation are working very hard to bring new jobs to their areas.  Incentive packages 
have to be competitive but companies have to feel like they will be able to recruit talent to the communities they locate in and parks, schools, 
trails, recreational opportunities, restaurants and other activities can be the deciding factor for many of these industries.  I really feel like Fort 
Madison and the surrounding communities are well positioned for growth because of the investments being made in these areas.  It won’t 
happen overnight but little by little we can get there and ensure that Fort Madison and Southeast Iowa are here for our children and grand 
children to come back too or stay when they are out of school.  We live in a great place, with great people who want to see it prosper. 

Progress continues to happen on the 3,000 foot Phase 1 of 3 phase trail project initiated by P.O.R.T. (Promoting Outdoor 
Recreational Trails). Cement continues to be poured connecting Bluff Road to Ivanhoe Park as our vision for a more connected 
community comes into focus.  Also, the City of Fort Madison included a dedicated bike path into the new road constructed on 24th 
Street to provide better connectivity to the Bluff Road leading to the new trail 
system. A 50’ steel footbridge will be going in place soon, which was provided 
to the trail from Steffensmeier Welding & Manufacturing, Inc. 

                       Three phases: 
Phase 1: 3,000 feet – Ivanhoe Park to Bluff Road trail

Phase 2: 2,750 feet – Connects off this trail past the FMMS to FM 
Sports Complex

Phase 3: Sports Complex to Fort Madison Community Hospital

Getting To Know: FMEDC Chair Matt Morris

Quality products, backed
by outstanding service.

319.372.7103 | 2331 Avenue L, Fort Madison
State Farm, Bloomington, IL1211999

Thomas Klann, Agent
939 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com  

Proud Supporters
of Fort Madison

Partners

6169 Reve Court/Fort Madison, IA
319-372-6800/www.old-fort.com

Old Fort Hospitality is proud to
support the Fort Madison Partners
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Serving  Southeast Iowa
for more than a century!

www.pilotgrovesavingbank.com

Three 
Fort 

Madison 
locations 
to serve 

you:

319-372-1134
619 9th Street

319-376-1336
1802 Avenue H

319-372-1545
4520 Avenue L

In February of 2015, Fortune Magazine first covered it.  Then again in March of 2015, 
USA Today reported on the arrival of Viking Cruise Line in the United States.  The 
story originated from an interview done with Torstain Jagen, the CEO of Viking Cruise 
Line and the Louisiana Governor, Bobby Jindal, naming New Orleans as the home port 
of Viking’s US office.  Their plan; to launch two ships on the Mississippi by 2017 & 
then to add six more in rapid session, to the point where they could feature stops and 
excursions that run from Louisiana all the way to St. Paul Minnesota and all points in 
between, as the seasons allow.  The actual construction of the boats is yet to be started 
due partly to the hold up of obtaining a piloting license from the US Coast Guard.  
The city of Fort Madison has been in talks with Viking Cruise Lines, about docking at 
our location, bringing travelers into the community.  This opportunity, once in place, 
will offer shop owners and area attractions an opportunity to build more revenue 
into their businesses by catering to these visitors.   These groups of travelers, who would be docking for 4 hours each stop, would be bringing 
revenue into the Historic District of Fort Madison at regular and consistent intervals. 
The Office of Tourism & Marketing is interested in developing a plan of action with area businesses and shop owners to implement a line 
of Fort Madison souvenirs to be offered throughout the community.  This would in essence be branded community coffee cups, t-shirts and 
memorabilia for tourist to buy.  Anyone interested in developing this type of inventory and playing a part in the “story” that Fort Madison 
communicates to its visitors, please contact Jean Peiton at 319-372-7700, at extension 274.  Let’s be ready to meet the demand this type of 
tourism will bring to Fort Madison.  

What do Viking Cruise Lines & Fort Madison have in common? The Mississippi River, of course!

This free, family-friendly event has become an annual end of summer ritual for many in the 
Fort Madison and North Lee County area. From the 4-on-4 adult sand volleyball tournament 
to the ending awards ceremony, adults and children alike are bound to have a good time. 
The 2016 event will feature an obstacle course where the kids will crawl under a maze of 
tubes, walk across a balance beam, weave around poles and bounce their way through a 36’ 
long inflatable course before making their way to the finish line.  Participants also have the 
opportunity to give their best shot at minute-to-win-games, a football toss, relay races and 
more.  Let the kids come showcase their skills in age appropriate events.  

BUT, this is more than a children’s event!  Adults are encouraged to form a team and participate in the 4-on-4 Sand Volley Ball Tournament (teams 
must be pre-registered to participate. Registrations available at www.fortmadison.com/mainstreet/events) or just sit back and enjoy the cool breezes off 
the Mississippi River.  
Riverview Games will be held from 10:00am – 12:00pm on Saturday, August 20th in Riverview Park, Fort Madison, Iowa. The Riverview Games 
Closing Ceremony will acknowledge the winning 4-on-4 Sand Volleyball Team and “best times” for children.  
SPONSORED BY:  Fort Madison Chamber Ambassador Club, Fort Madison Kiwanis Club & Fort Madison Rotary Club.

Join us for the 5th Annual Riverview Games!
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“Your Local Staffing Provider”
819 Avenue G

Fort Madison, IA 52627
(p)319-246-1500

www.uniquepers.com

NOW HIRING!

The Bookmark
802 Avenue G • Fort Madison, IA 52627 • 319-372-1100
For the last 22 years Mike and Bonnie Howard have poured their love and dedication into The 
Bookmark.  Not only have they served the patrons of the community but our local school dis-
tricts, Iowa State Penitentiary and much more.  For many of us we work hard for that one special 
day, retirement day.  
With that being said, Mike & Bonnie are looking to retire to spend more time with their family, 
therefore seeking a buyer to take The Bookmark into the next generation.  This Main Street cor-
nerstone business has served Fort Madison since 1994 and is offering a turnkey opportunity to 
the right person.  Merchandise and shelving will go with the business.  The Bookmark is located 
on the busiest intersection in Fort Madison’s Main Street district with great visibility from both 
Avenue G and 8th Street.   
Fort Madison Main Street has been elated to have the Bookmark’s contribution over the last 22 years.  Mike and Bonnie, we thank you for you’re 
abounding love and dedication to the community through your store.
For more information please contact Mike Howard.  802 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA, 319-470-0784, jm.howard@mchsi.com.

Fort Madison Public Library Summer Reading Program
Summer reading isn’t just for kids this year – 
The Fort Madison Public Library wants adults to exercise their minds and read!  For the 
second summer in a row, the public library is offering prizes for adults who spend time 
reading between May 31 and August 19.  Pick up a punch card at the library and, get it 
punched once for every book you read.  Read ten books and you get to pick a prize and you 
are entered into a drawing to win the grand prize basket.  Thank you to our sponsors of the 
adult summer reading program: Fort Madison Area United Way, the City of Fort Madison, 
The Apron Cafe and Bake Shoppe, Starbucks Coffee and The Bookmark.
We also have special programs for adults.  The final program of 2016 will be a cake 
decorating workshop beginning July 12.  There’s still time to sign-up for this four week 
course that meets from 6:00-8:00 Tuesday from July 12 to August 2.  Call the library, 319-
372-5721, if you are interested.  The cake decorating course is offered free of charge.
The library also offers year round programs for adults that will continue to meet during 
the summer.  “All Booked Up” meets at 1:30 on the first Thursday of the month! “Cook 
the Book” meets on the third Tuesday of the month at 5:30.  We enjoy tasty food while 
discussing the recipes; what worked, what didn’t work and what we might change next time.  
Finally, the library’s “Coloring and Crafting” meeting at the Lee County Conservation center beginning at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, July 27 and 
Tuesday, August 30.  Coloring sheets and colored pencils will be provided or you can bring your own craft project to work on.

Turn-Key Business Opportunity...



2-3 Grape Festival
 Nauvoo, IL
3 Tri-State Pancake Breakfast
 & Special Kids Rodeo
 Pancake Breakfast 6:30am
 Rodeo at 10:00am
 Rodeo Park Arena
4 Tri-State Rodeo Chili Supper
 5:00-7:00pm
 Rodeo Park Arena

5 Lil’ Spurs Rodeo
 & Hy-Vee Pork Dinner
 Dinner - 5:00pm
 Lil’ Miss & All Around 
 Cowboy Pageant - 7:00pm
6 Pee Wee Barrel Racing at 5:30pm
 Rodeo Park Arena
7-10 69th Tri-State Rodeo
 Rodeo Park Arena
 www.tristaterodeo.org
10 Grand Rodeo Parade
 Along Avenue G
 Starting at 29th St
 www.tristaterodeo.org
10 Rodeo Stampede 5K at 7:45am
 Register at the YMCA
 or day of event
15-17 Mexican Fiesta
17 Sensational Chefs
 The Apron
 Chefs TBA
23 Young Professionals Social
 5:00-7:00pm
 Baxter Sports Complex
23 Patio Night
 at the Baxter Sports Complex
 5:00-7:00pm
 Live Music, Curtis John

30 Ladies Golf Outing
 Check In - 3:00pm
 Tee Time - 4:00pm
 Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course

Art in Central Park
Call FMAAA for date and time.

319-372-3996
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July August September
4 The Charlie Korschgren
 July 4th Kiddie Parade
 10:00am

4 Independence Day
 at Old Fort Madison
 9:00am-5:00pm

4 Independence Day
 Ft Madison City Band Concert
 7:30pm

4 Fort Madison Area
 Fireworks Display
 Beginning approx. 9:30pm

6-11 Lee County Fair
 Donnellson, IA

13 Business Women
 Connect Luncheon
 12:00pm
 Simple Table by Hitomi

15 Lee County Leadership 
 Applications Due
 chamber@fortmadison.com

20 Young Professionals Luncheon
 12:00pm
 Baxter Sports Complex

21 Chamber Blood Drive
 11:00am-1:30pm
 Fort Madison Public Library

21 Business After Hours
 After Hy-Vee
 5:00-6:30pm

22 Patio Night at Baxter
 Sports Complex
 5:00pm
 Live Music, Stewart Beyer

4-7 RiverFest
 Fort Madison Riverview Park

11-14 Sweet Corn Festival
 West Point, IA

13 Business Women Connect
 12:00pm
 Simple Table by Hitomi

15 Non-Profit Program
 Applications Due
 Lee Co. Leadership

18 Business After Hours
 5:00-6:30pm
 Lee County Bank & Trust

20 Riverview Games
 9:00am-12:00pm
 Riverview Park

20 Big Buckle Bash
 5:00-11:00pm
 Downtown Avenue G

25-27 Watermelon Festival
 Montrose, IA

26 Patio Night
 at Baxter Sports Complex
 5:00-7:00pm
 Live Music, Brad Kurtz


